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Free	Once	in	the	Time	of	the	Rainbow	Crow		Crow/Kishu	by	Claudia	I.	Haas	
	
Crow	is	trying	to	reach	the	Creator.	Snow	has	fallen	to	the	earth	and	everyone	is	cold	
and	Crow	wants	the	Creator	to	help.	.	Crow	has	made	it	to	the	moon.	

 
KISHU 

That was very graceful. So much better than the asteroids and comets that are always 
slamming into me.  How do you do? I’m Kishu – the spirit of the moon.  
 
     CROW 
Nice to meet you, Kishu. I’m Rainbow Crow but you can call me Crow.  
 
     KISHU 
And you may call me Extraordinarily-Radiantly-Elegantly-Splendidly-Good Looking-
Kishu-Moon . If the mood hits you.  
      
     CROW 
If it’s all right with you, I’ll stick with Kishu. It’s – shorter.  
 
     KISHU 
You are a colorful one! Is it fun having so many colors? I wish I were more colorful. It’s 
true, I’m dazzling but one never minds a bit more color. 
 
     CROW 
I’m fond of my feathers. It’s true. It’s just how it’s always been. My, the air is bit thin up 
here. 
 
     KISHU 
True. The Creator is thinking of doing away with all the oxygen up here. I don’t need it.  
And in my circled orb – it’s all about me. To what do I owe the pleasure? I don’t receive 
many bird visitors.  
 
     CROW 
I’m enroute to visit The Creator. My home received this white blanket – something called 
snow. And it’s very cold. And my friends and I would like it taken away. 
 
     KISHU 
I saw the snow cover. It’s very pretty. It glitters. Don’t you like pretty things? 
 
     CROW  
I like – pretty things – that are warm! 
 

(Suddenly, the MOON shakes and CROW and 
KISHU are thrown off balance.) 
 

Earthquake? Oh! Moonquake? 
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     KISHU 
That was an asteroid, I’m afraid. Happily, it was a small one. I worry about the big ones. 
They leave huge craters and I worry that they will take away my gorgeousness. 
 
     CROW 
Not possible! We all admire you from earth! 
 
     KISHU 
Truly?!!! 
 
     CROW 
Absolutely! We love the soft glow when you are perfectly round. But I am partial to your 
early phase when you are a crescent. 
 
     KISHU 
I do worry that you don’t see my best side.  
 
     CROW 
All your sides are perfect! 

 
KISHU 

What an extraordinary bird you are. Kind. And sweet. I do envy you those colorful 
feathers. I’m afraid I’m not a very good host. I am told you like food and water and I am 
afraid I have neither. Occasionally, I have volcanic lava! 
 
     CROW 
Lava is not good for living creatures. 
 
     KISHU 
I suppose not. I only know my spirit-moon life. How long will I have the pleasure of your 
company? 
 
     CROW 
I’m just resting my wings a bit. I’d love to have a good, long rest. But my friends are 
freezing on earth and I cannot take forever. I still have a long way to go. I’m not sure I’ll 
even make it. I’m still a day away.  
 
     KISHU 
I wish I could fly. I’d carry you. 
 
     CROW 
Why, thank-you Sweet Kishu. 
 
     KISHU 
Sweet, Stunning Kishu! 
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     CROW 
Sweet, Stunning, Amazing Kishu! 
 
     KISHU 
Perhaps I can help. It’s tricky. But possible. Do you think you can jump on a comet? 
 
     CROW 
I don’t know … what a comet is. 
 
 
     KISHU 
It’s this small, icy body that orbits the solar system and it comes by most evenings about 
this time. It would be chilly. 
 
     CROW 
My friends are chilly. If they have to be chilly, I can be chilly! 
 
     KISHU 
It moves very fast - 

 
CROW 

That would be helpful. 
 
     KISHU 
And I don’t know how it feels about having a passenger. It’s sometimes rude. I mean it 
passes by here every day and has never made one comment about how extraordinarily, 
good-looking I am. 
 
     CROW 
That’s a shame. 
 
     KISHU 
I know! Even the asteroids that bump into me find time to say, “What a beautiful place to 
crash land!” Stars smile at me and I hear sweet sighs from all the living creatures on 
earth. But the comet – mum’s the word! 
 
     CROW 
Can we – return to the topic about how to get on a comet.  
 
 
 
     KISHU 
It should be here momentarily. I think you could just jump on it. There’s not much 
gravity here. It should work. Oh! I see it! I see it! Look at the tail – but don’t jump on the 
tail – that’s just gas. You must get on the body of it. 
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     CROW 
Must jump on body. Must jump on body. 
 

(The Comet approaches and CROW makes one 
giant jump into the air. All goes dark. One might 
just see the glow of the comet’s tail.) 

	


